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This historical book is made available by ChristianRoots Canada 
(CRC) for the purpose of education, and is a Companion Guide to 
our other book, ‘The Biblical Legacy of Canada’s Parliament 
Buildings’. 

This Guide will be a valuable tool to remind Canadians, and especially Christian Canadians, 
about the rich legacy that Christianity has left engraved in one of our most famous buildings 
- The Peace Tower of the Parliament Buildings. 

The Scriptures engraved there testify to the significant role 
Christianity has played in the earlier days of our nation. They were 
dark and dismal days, but the fact that 25 Scripture verses were 
chosen to define the Peace Tower and point to the ultimate source of 
peace - the Prince of Peace Himself, Jesus Christ - is worth 


remembering. 
When Canadians increase their knowledge of Canadian history, they will understand why 
we have enjoyed the kind of freedoms we have for well over 200 years. The bedrock of 


these freedoms was laid down by our Christian forebears. 
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Understanding this will hopefully strengthen our sense of patriotism to Canada and foster a 
desire to protect her from the kind of moral decay developing from within. 


The significance of these Bible references on Canada’s Parliament 
Buildings and most famous war memorial is not found in 
sentimentality or nostalgia. These passages of Scripture and 
Christian images have very particular meanings in their Biblical and 
historical contexts which is why John A. Pearson and Frank J. 
Hollister selected them with purpose for use on these buildings. 

The Biblical and historical contexts of these passages and images, 


and the particular themes and ideas they were selected to portray, 
are detailed more thoroughly in the ‘Picture Book and Colouring 


Book that is also being prepared. 

Here, we will be considering the description of the windows as found on the Government of 
Canada’s website over against what actually appears, along with its Christian significance, 
as exposed through our photography. Whether by accident or design, many of the Scripture 
verses are not mentioned, and the Biblical images are not accurately represented. 


The Peace Tower of 
Canada’s Parliament Buildings 


The buildings which house Canada’s national government were built during a more 
Christian era. Following a fire on February 3, 1916, the current buildings were constructed 
over a six year period from 1916-1922. 
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The Peace Tower, the most well-recognized component of the Parliament Buildings, was 
completed in 1926. While part of the Parliament Buildings, it is primarily a war memorial. 


It was built to house the Memorial Chamber, which first commemorated the loss of life 
during World War I. (It now houses Books of Remembrance for soldiers who have died in all 


the wars in which Canada has par ae 
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The Peace Tower was built as a free-standing structure, attached to the main Parliamentary 
building which is known as Centre Block. 
The Tower, still officially known as the Tower of Peace and Victory, 
is only secondarily a part of the Parliament Buildings. It is important 
to respect this historical context when considering the Bible 
passages engraved in glass, stone and bronze on and in the Peace 


Tower. 
The most well-known Bible passages on the Parliament Buildings are those on the exterior 
of the Peace Tower. There are many more passages engraved in glass, wood, stone, and 
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bronze in the Memorial Chamber and in the Centre Block. You will also find Biblical imagery 
throughout the Memorial Chamber and in other places such as the rotunda of the Centre 
Block. 


The Bell Tower 
And Lookout of The Peace 


Tower 

Written on Bell no. 53 in the carillon: Glory to 
God in the 

highest, and on earth peace, good will to 
men (Luke 2:14). 
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The West Window, | 


The South Window 


The East Window 


The South Window 

There are three Windows on the Peace Tower (South, East and West) each with a unique 
verse carved above its arch. 

This is the verse which most 

people will see when they 

approach the Peace Tower, 

carved above the South 

Window: 


Give the king thy judgments, O God, and thy 
righteousness unto the king’s son 
(Psalm 72:1). 
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- Psalm 72 


The East Window 
- Psalm 72:8 —_ 
The East Window 


This is another of the three Bible verses carved on the exterior of the Peace Tower. This is 
seen 

on the East side and is the most well-known of these three verses because it is also 
Canada’s 

motto: 

He shall have dominion also from sea to sea (Psalm 72:8). 

The verses found on the South and East windows are from a Messianic Psalm which points 
to Jesus Christ. They affirm the rule of the Christian God over nations and over the people 
of Canada. The King’s Son mentioned in the South Window is Jesus Christ. 


The South and East Windows 


Psalm 72 stresses the exclusivity of God’s claim to rule over nations, and the certain defeat 
of His enemies. 

It, like many of the themes in the stained glass windows, points to the importance of justice 
and peace, and of God coming to the aid of the needy and afflicted. It emphasizes that only 
the rule of Christ can accomplish this. 

The relevance of these passages to civil government is that, in view of Christ’s kingly rule, 
all people are called to submit to Him, obey His law, and govern their lives accordingly. 

This is a personal call. It is also a public call, so it applies to civil rulers as they govern 
nations. That is why it appeals for His rule to extend from sea to sea, to the ends of the 
earth. 


The East Window 
- Psalm 72:8 


The South Window 


- Psalm 72:1 


The West Window 


This is the third Bible verse on the exterior of the Peace Tower. It is found on the West side 
and says: 


Where there is no vision, the people perish 
(Proverbs 29:18). 


This verse reflects what would happen from sea to sea when the Christian values 
expressed in the stained glass windows on the inside are neglected. 


dow 


The West Win 
- Proverbs 29 


18 


ty 
, 
- 
® 
uF 
¥ 


= 


a 


Da! 


The Memorial Chamber 


The Government of Canada’s website says about the Memorial Chamber: Architect John A. Pearson conceived 
the idea of a Memorial Chamber in the Peace Tower as a national shrine: a noble tribute to Canadians who had given 
their lives during the Great War in France and Flanders. 


At a very early stage in the project’s development, the architect decided to ask the British, 
French and Belgian governments to provide stone for use within the Memorial Chamber. 

In the summer of 1921, Pearson visited Europe and, on his own initiative, shared his project 
with officials in Great Britain, France, and Belgium. 

He showed them his architectural drawings and indicated the quantities of stone needed. In 
addition, he made trips to the main battlefields and arranged to collect stones at each site. 


His efforts were very successful by August 1923, all of the stone required for the floor, walls 
and ceiling of the Chamber had arrived in Ottawa. 

For the Chamber’s altar, Great Britain provided a block of Hoptonwood limestone. Belgium 
presented black marble for the wall plinths and altar steps, as well as Ste Anne marble for 
the clustered columns which support, at each corner of the room, the intricate fan vault. 

For the walls and vault, the French government gave Chateau-Gaillard stone— in Pearson’s 
words, “one of the most beautiful stones of France.” 


(DAROUC Sa CCA ESRAICATB ICES OCT 84.6010 
Ti 


‘The Altar of Remembrance’ 


The Book of Remembrance 
- Ephesians 6:13-17 

The Book of Remembrance for those who died in World War | sits 
inside a bronze case on top of a large marble altar in the centre of 


the Memorial Chamber. A ribbon pattern is engraved into the side of 


this bronze cover. 

Carved into the ribbon around all four sides of the cover is the text of 

Ephesians 6:13, a Biblical passage about the armour of God: 

Take unto you the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and 
having done all, to stand. 

The Government of Canada’s website says of The Book of 


Remembrance: 
As designed, the focal point of the Chamber is an altar containing the Book of 
Remembrance that holds the names of over 66,000 Canadians who died during the First 


World War. 
Today, there are six more altars around the Chamber containing Books of Remembrance 


listing those who died in conflicts from the Nile Expedition to the Korean War, and in the 


service of Canada to this day. 
No mention is made of the Ephesians passage, nor of the shields representing the pieces of 


the armour. 


The Altar of Remembrance 


The Key Hole Guarded By Angels. 


Not included in the Government of Canada’s website but clearly visible is a portion of 
Ephesians 6:13 in the ribbon around the glass case of the Book of Remembrance. 


EPHESIANS 
6:14-17 


Armor of God 


Verses 14-17 of Ephesians 6 are also represented on the bronze cover. The six pieces of 
the armour of God are pictured as six blue shields with the Latin word for what is 
represented by the piece. 
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Veritas 


The first image, on the west side of the altar, is of a belt with the Latin word Veritas for Truth: 


Stand, therefore, having your loins girt about with 
truth 
(v. 14). 

VERITAS 


BELT OF TRUTH 


Rjostinape 


JUSTITIA 


BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 
The second image is of a 
breastplate, with the Latin 
word Justitia for Justice: 


...and having on the 
breastplate of righteousness (v.14). 


The third image, on the south end of the altar, is of footwear with the Latin word Pax for 
Peace: 


... and your feet shod with the preparation of the 
gospel of peace 
(v. 15). 

PAX 


SANDALS OF PEACE 


The fourth image is of a shield 
with the Latin word Fides for Faith: 


... above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith 
ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked 
(v. 16). 

FIDES 


SHIELD OF FAITH 


The fifth image is of a helmet with the Latin word Salus for Salvation: 


... and take the helmet of salvation 
(v. 17a). 
SALUS 


HELMET OF SALVATION 
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The sixth image is of a sword with the Latin word Spiritus for Spirit: 

...and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God 

(v. 17b). 


SPIRITUS 


SWORD OF THE SPIRIT 


ST. GEORGE’S CROSS 
The same flag, referred to as the Banner of Victory, was early shown in artistic 
representations of Christ; the flag was only later attributed to St. George in his role as 
patron saint of soldiers. 


The Ephesians 6:13-17 passage urges visitors, in the midst of solemn reflection on the 
horrors of war and the sacrifices made, to take courage; they are challenged to reflect on 
spiritual realities, specifically on the fact that there is another war going on, a spiritual 
conflict. 

The message of Ephesians 6:13- 17 is that this spiritual conflict is real, involving genuine 
danger and requiring armour for protection. We are also reminded from this passage that 
the only weapon required by the righteous to be successful in spiritual warfare is the Bible, 
the Sword of the Spirit. 

Pilgrim’s Progress, written by John Bunyan in 1678, is an allegory 
of the Christian life. Next to the Bible, it is the most popular Christian 
book ever sold. It has been translated into more than 200 languages. 
The original title of the book, gives a more accurate description of 
what the book is about - ‘The Pilgrim’s Progress from This World, 


to That Which Is to Come’. 


The book records all of the trials and troubles Christian overcame on his way to eternal life 
with Christ. It records Christian’s ultimate victory over the battles and troubles in this life. 


The passages from Scripture and the citation from Pilgrim’s 
Progress on the Altar of Remembrance should guide the minds of 
visitors to the realm of spiritual realities. They should also remind us 


that there is peace at the end of a just war. We can be victorious in 
the spiritual battle if we have peace with Christ. 


Pilgrim’s Progress 


The Bible is our weapon: Christian warfare is a battle for hearts and minds, not for wealth, 
political power and military control. 

This is part of the Christian message preached to all Canadians from the nation’s most 
famous war memorial. 

Clearly visible immediately below the Ephesians 6 passage, around 
all four sides of the altar on which the bronze cover sits, is a 
quotation from Pilgrim’s Progress. 


The citation, from the book’s character Mr. Valiant-for-Truth, reads: 
My marks and scars | carry with me, to be a witness for me that | have fought his battles, 
who now will be my rewarder; so he passed over, and all the trumpets sounded for him on 
the other side. 


can be seen under 


My marks and scars | carry with me to be a witness for me that !... 


the lip of the altar. 


Pilgrim’s Progress 


Psalm 139:8-10 


Psalm 139, verses 8-10: /f / ascend up into heaven, thou art there; if | lay down in the 
bowels of the earth, thou art there! If | take the wings of the morning and dwell in the 
uttermost parts of the sea, even there shall thy hand lead me and thy right hand shall hold 
me. 

Around the interior walls of the Memorial Chamber are several 
marble panels. Most identify military conflicts. On one is carved part 


of the Remembrance Day poem, In Flanders Fields. 

On another panel, in both English and French, Psalm 139 is carved. It uses the context of 
death and remembrance to bring comfort. It assures God’s people of their security in His 
protection, regardless of the circumstances they may face including war and death. 


The Recording Angel carved above the entryway/exit in and out of 
the Memorial Chamber urges viewers to ensure that their names 
have been recorded in God’s Book of Life (Revelation 21:27) as a 
guarantee of their salvation. It’s a reminder, in the face of death, that 
this life is not all there is. 

The Parliamentary website says, the recording angel is recording the 


names of those who sacrificed their lives for their country. 

That’s questionable as a full interpretation of the image. For those who know their Biblical 
imagery the carving takes your mind to the far more important record-keeping of God 
regarding the eternal destiny of men. 


The Recording Angel 


THE MEMORIAL CROSS 
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Scripture References 


EXODUS 32:31-33 
PSALMS 69:28 
DANIEL 12:1 
MALACHI 3:16 

LUKE 10:20 
PHILIPPIANS 4:3 
REVELATION 3:1-6 
REVELATION 13:8 
REVELATION 17:8 
REVELATION 20:11-15 
REVELATION 21:27 
Some of the Scripture references for names being recorded in a Book are: 


Check out these references to help - reflection on the presence of the Recording Angel. 


The stained glass windows in the Memorial Chamber were designed to tell their own story. 
It’s a message of conflict, resolution and peace. 

The East window is named The Call to Arms, 

The South window, is named The Assembly of Remembrance, 

The West Window, is named The Dawn of Peace. 

John A. Pearson used the three Peace Tower windows to tell the story of Canada’s move 
into the First World War and the peace which followed the Allies’ victory. He used a 
significant amount of Scripture and Christian images to tell this story in the windows, just as 
he did elsewhere in the Memorial Chamber. 

This Christian theme of Pearson’s message is currently almost non-existent on the 
Government of Canada’s website discussing the content of the Peace Tower. 


The Stained Glass Windows 
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under the words Victory, Labour, Progress and 


The 4 panels of the East Window - 


Science. 


The Government of Canada’s website says, the four figures in the 
upper part of the window represent Victory, Labour, Progress and 


Science. 
In the lower part, there are figures holding spears and shields who represent the people of 
Canada, gathered in response to the sounding of the trumpet. 


The figure of the man issuing the trumpet call ‘To Arms’ is in the 
second panel. 

The figure in the third panel represents the many women who 
worked tirelessly ministering to the wounded and needy, while also 


sharing the dangers and deprivations of wartime. 
In the background a marching host of men and horses gather from field and farm, office and 
factory, while a fleet of ships sails forth to fulfill its duty. 


The Government’s website says: Three inscriptions are found in the 
first panel: Thanks be to God who giveth us the victory (1 
Corinthians 15:57). Faith unto death; Quit ye like men. Be strong 

(1 Corinthians 16:13). 


The East Window 


The Call to Arms 


VICTORY in the first panel at the top is represented by a woman, holding a crown. Over her 


head is the Scripture: 


Thanks be to God who giveth us the victory 


(1 Corinthians 7 
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Under the feet of the ‘people of Canada’. is the are 


Quit ye like men. Be Strong 


(1 Corinthians 16:13). 
(Act like men. Be strong [ESV]). 
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The Government’s website says ‘Faith’ unto death and the location of this Scripture is 
not cited. 


Between the word VICTORY which is printed under the woman, and 
the figures in the bottom panel (who represent the ‘people of 
Canada’ holding spears and shields), is the Scripture, 


Faithful Unto Death 
(Revelation 2:10). 


The figure LABOUR is seen in the second panel of the East 
Window. He stands under symbols such as a shovel and an 
astrolabe, and the phrase 


Fortitudo, Industria Et Pax 


(Strength, Industry and ee 
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Under the figure called Labour is a man who holds a sword, and has a trumpet to his 
mouth. He calls the people ‘To Arms’. Do the two young figures with him represent faith 
and courage? 


Under the feet of the people you see the Scripture, 
Thou hast girded me with strength unto the battle 
(Psalm 18:39; 2 Samuel 22:40). 


PROGRESS is seen in the third panel of the East Window. The figure is holding a book 
and a quill. Over his head are other symbols such as a crown, a ship, scales, and an 
hourglass. 

Observe that at the highest section of the window above Progress’ head, are the Latin 
words, Consilio Et Sapientia Ut Homines Adv Bellum (Counsel and wisdom as men 
consider war). 

The trumpet’s bell extends from the second panel of the soldier calling ‘To Arms’ into the 
third panel. Under the trumpet stands a figure who may represent the many women who 
worked tirelessly ministering to the wounded and needy. 

Not mentioned on the Government's website is the fact that she appears to be protected by 
a dark-skinned soldier. As a Christian, John A. Pearson recognized diversity, including a 
person of colour in this window. 


Directly under the female figure is the quote: True worth that never knows ignoble defeat 
shines with undimmed glory (Horace’s Odes). 
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The South Window 


The Assembly of Remembrance 

The Government of Canada’s website says we see, a multitude of people gathered in 

remembrance of their country’s heroic dead. 

In the first upper panel we see the winged figure representing, Archangel Michael bearing 

a trumpet, signifying a call to battle in the cause of righteousness. 

In the second upper panel we see St. George slaying a dragon, representing the power of 

right over tyranny. 

In the third upper panel we see a figure representing Justice bearing, the great sword of 

judgement and the scales of justice; her sword-guard bears a figure outstretched as in the 

Crucifixion, symbolizing the sufferings borne both by the victors and the vanquished. Below 

this figure, a folded ribbon surrounding a shield bears the inscription JUSTITIA LIBERTAS 

PERPETUO. This can be translated as Justice, Liberty (or freedom) Forever. 

The fourth upper panel depicts, Joan of Arc. mbolic of France. 
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Government’s website identifies, an armoured figure bears in his 


hands the Crown of Victory. 
There are no Scriptures at the bottom of the South Window panels. 


In the second panel, The inscription here is taken from lines written 
by Laurence Binyon: At the going down of the sun and in the 
morning we will remember them. The other base inscription (from 
Pericles) of this window reads: Freedom is the sure possession 
of those alone who have courage to defend it. 


The third panel contains, the heroic figure of Canada, armoured 
and helmed, contemplative yet sorrowful, looking down at the Book 
of Remembrance, holding in her hand the victors’ laurel wreath. 
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In the first panel, note that under the feet of the image of the Archangel Michael is the 
Scripture, The Lord is good. A stronghold in the day of trouble (Nahum 1:7). 


Below him is the man holding the Crown of Victory. 


In the second panel, St. George slays the dragon. CRC observed that above his head are 
the words, Faith Triumphant. 

A larger than life tradition of courage developed around the life of George, a Christian 
martyr. 

Also not mentioned on the Government's website, are the words, Honour, Strength, 
Sacrifice and Liberty, with the representative drawings of a Shield for Honour, a Lion for 
Strength, a Cross for Sacrifice, and Broken Chains for Liberty or Freedom. The cross 
speaks to the sacrifice of Christ. 


Today, such concepts and sentiments like Honour, Strength, 


Sacrifice and Liberty are foreign to many, and even despised. 
No mention is made on the Government’s website about the Christian language, symbols 
and their meaning. 


Instead the Government’s website highlights the bottom inscription: ‘At the going down of 
the sun and in the morning we will remember them.’ 
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In the third panel, the figure representing JUSTICE wields her/his 
great sword. Note that above his head on a green ribbon is 


Retributionem (Retribution). 

His sword balances the scales of justice and displays the crucified Christ on his blade. The 
meaning of the crucifixion for Christians is that Christ’s death paid the ultimate penalty for 
God’s justice against sin. 


Note that under Justice’s feet is the Scripture, He shall execute 
judgement and justice in the earth (Jeremiah 23:5). Also, 
immediately below the Scripture is a ribbon surrounding a celestial 
crown, with the words, Justitia Libertas Perpetuo (Justice Freedom 
Forever). 


In the third panel under the figure 


called Justice is the quote from 
Pericles: 


Freedom is the sure possession of these alone who 
have the courage to defend it’. 


The Government’s website makes no mention of the Scripture (He 
shall execute judgement and justice in the earth), and it provides 


a false interpretation of the crucifixion as, ‘symbolizing the sufferings 


borne both by the victors and the vanquished’. 

John A. Pearson and Canadians in his day would not have expressed moral equivalency 
between the victors and vanquished of WW1. 

John A. Pearson was meticulous in his choice of Frank J. Hollister as the stained glass 
master. Hollister designed stained glass windows for Anglican churches. The crucifixion 
image would have been included for its Biblical meaning, not the interpretation given by the 
Government's website. 

In the fourth panel, we see Joan of Arc, followed by the phrase, Per 
Fides et Fortitudo (Faith and Strength). 

Justice, freedom, and faith! These words again reveal John A. 
Pearson’s Christian perspective on WW1 and the Allied victory of 
justice over evil. 


The Government of Canada’s website says, about the West 
Window, The Dawn of Peace, The first figure in the upper portion of 
the window represents the Victory of Peace holding a palm branch 
and the sword of Judgement. A dove flies overhead. 

The figure in the second panel is Prosperity. 


The third figure is Progress, and the fourth is Plenty. 

In the lower portion of the panels are people assembled in peace, 
bearing symbols of Industry, Agriculture, Honour and Motherhood. 
There is an inscription paraphrasing McCrae’s poem, In Flanders 
Fields: Be the torch yours to hold it high. This is in the background of 


the figure representing Honour. 
The Scripture inscriptions at the bottom of this West Window are identified by the 
Government as. 


He maketh wars to cease (Psalm 46:9) 
and 


Judgement shall return unto righteousness (Psalm 94:15). 


The West Window 


The Dawn of Peace 

In row 1 of the first panel, above the head of VICTORY, you can see ‘the lamp of 
knowledge’ and the ‘Agnus Dei’, the ‘Lamb of God’, carrying a flag with a cross. This 
Christian symbol for Christ taking away the sins of the world is not identified in the 
Government’s description of the window. 

The figure in row 1 in the second panel is Prosperity. You can also see two Scripture 
verses over the person representing Prosperity. 

Beginning above the blue shield you can see a ribbon with the words, ’Prosper Thou’, and 
the word ‘Build’, just under the shield. This Scripture is taken from 1 Chronicles 22:11, 
which says, “... and prosper thou, and build the house of the Lord thy God, as he hath said 
of thee.” 

Immediately around the head and shoulders of that same figure called Prosperity are the 
words, shalt make thy way prosperous. This is from Joshua 1:8, which reads, “... for 
then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.” 


The third figure in row 1 is PROGRESS and the fourth is PLENTY, 
who is not shown. You will also note that under the silver shield are 
the words, Victor Ropte Progrediore, which we think is translated, 
conqueror go forth. Around his shoulders is the Scripture, 


Wise in heart and mighty in strength 
(Job 9:4). 
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In the second panel, just under the word ‘PROSPERITY’ is the 
Scripture, The fields are white to harvest (John 4:35). 

Under the Scripture are two figures who represent AGRICULTURE. 
Immediately below these figures’ feet, you can read the Scripture, He 


maketh wars to cease, from Psalm 46:9. 
This substantial Christian messaging, embedded in John A. Pearson’s vision of peace, is 
nowhere referenced in the Government website’s description of the windows. 


The fields are white to harvest 
(John 4:35). 
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In the third panel of row 2, immediately below the word PROGRESS, and over the head 
of the figure representing HONOUR, you can see the scales of justice and a magnifying 
glass. 

Next to the image is the Latin phrase, Pro Aris Et Focis. This military term is most often 
translated as ‘For God and country’, though the literal translation is ‘For altars and 
hearth’. 

The words, Be yours the torch to hold it high is seen behind the figure called Honour. 
Under his feet is the Scripture, Judgement shall return unto righteousness (Psalm 94:15). 
This is mentioned on the Government’s website. 
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In the lower portion of the second and third panels, under the figures named 
PROGRESS and HONOUR are the Scriptures, He maketh war to cease (Psalm 46:9) and 
Judgement shall return unto righteousness (Psalm 94:15). 
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Conclusion 


The Message of The Peace Tower 


The Scriptures found in the Peace Tower, from Psalm 72 
engraved in concrete on the outside to those engraved in the last panel of the Stained Glass 
Windows of the West Window, all point to Jesus Christ. 


These passages of Scripture and Christian images have very 
particular meanings in their Biblical context and John A. 
Pearson and Frank J. Hollister selected them with purpose for use 


on these buildings. To respect history, we must 

acknowledge the Biblical context of these passages and images, and the particular themes 
and ideas they were selected 

to portray. 


The first Scripture that greets visitors as they approach the Peace 
Tower is, Psalm 72:1 - ‘Give the King thy judgements, O God, and 
thy righteousness to the King’s Son’. Psalm 72 is a messianic Psalm 
which points to Jesus Christ. As already stated at the beginning of 
this book, it affirms the rule of a Christian God over nations and over 
the people of Canada. It stresses the exclusivity of God’s claim to 


rule over nations, and the certain defeat of His enemies. 

Themes of judgement, justice, righteousness and peace are woven into the images and 
pictures of the three Stained Glass Windows. 

Starting with The East Window - The Call to Arms - the message is 
to seek counsel carefully when considering war. It 

is not to be entered into lightly. However, the call is to remember that God is the one who 
gives the victory through 

Jesus Christ, because He is faithful even to death. In that light, the soldier should be strong 
in the power of the Lord 

Jesus Christ, since He alone will give the strength for battle. In the end, he will rejoice 
because he did not suffer ‘ignoble 

defeat’. 


The South Window - The Assembly of Remembrance - reinforces 
the themes of judgement and justice, and also encourages reflection 
on the past. St. George and Joan of Arc are held up as examples of 


heroic conquerors because of their faith in Christ. 

We are also reminded that in Biblical history, when God fought for His people, He sent His 
chief warrior - Michael the Archangel - to lead His forces to war. Revelation 12 also tells of 
Michael and the angels successfully fighting and winning the war against the representation 
of everything evil - the devil. 


This window also points to the historic and spiritual reality of God’s judgement by displaying 
the crucified Christ on the blade of the figure representing Justice. This image tells the 
story of God’s justice being met by Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. This window also reminds 
us that because God is just, ‘He will execute judgement and justice in the earth’. 

In The West Window - The Dawn of Peace - the images show what 
Peace looks like. The Bible recognizes Christ as 


the Prince of Peace. We are told, ‘He maketh war to cease’, and ‘Judgement shall return 
unto righteousness’. 

There is hope and enthusiasm again to rebuild, repair, and prosper. People who are ‘wise in 
heart and mighty in strength’ are in demand to harness the productivity of the many 
vocations. 

These Scriptures, embedded in the seat of our Federal Government almost 100 years ago, 
instruct and warn our 

leaders, and indeed our nation, that the Christian God in view here is not to be trifled with. 
He demands justice and 

He will judge in righteousness. 

On the Exterior of the Peace Tower 


¢ Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will to men 
(Luke 2:14) - Bell no. 53, in the carillon. 

¢ Give the king thy judgments, O God, and thy righteousness unto 
the king’s son (Psalm 72:1). 

¢ He shall have dominion also from sea to sea (Psalm 72:8). 


¢ Where there is no vision, the people perish (Proverbs 29:18). 
The Altar of Remembrance - Ephesians 6:13-17 


¢ Take unto you the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to 
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to 

stand (Ephesians 6:13). 

¢ Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth and having 
on the breastplate of righteousness (Ephesians 6:14). 

¢ ... and your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace 
(Ephesians 6:15). 

¢ ... above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to 
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked 

(Ephesians 6:16). 

¢ ... and take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, 


which is the word of God (Ephesians 6:17). 
The East Window 


¢ Thanks be to God Who giveth us the victory (1 Corinthians 15:57). 
¢ Faithful Unto Death (Revelation 2:10). 

* Quit ye like men be strong (1 Corinthians 16:13). 

¢ Thou hast girded me with strength unto the battle (Psalm 18:39; 2 


Samuel 22:40). 
The South Window 


¢ The Lord is good. A stronghold in the day of trouble (Nahum 1:7). 
¢ He shall execute judgement and justice in the earth (Jeremiah 


23:5). 

The West Window 

¢ Prosper thou, Build... (1 Chronicles 22:11). 

¢ Thou shalt make thy way prosperous (Joshua 1:8). 
¢ The fields are white to harvest (John 4:35). 

¢ He maketh war to cease (Psalm 46:9). 

¢ Wise in heart and mighty in Strength (Job 9:4). 


¢ Judgement shall return unto righteousness (Psalm 94:15). 
Marble panel in the Memorial Chamber 


¢ If | ascend up into heaven, thou art there; if | lay down in the bowels 
of the earth, thou art there! If | take the wings of the morning and 
dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there shall thy hand lead 
me and thy right hand shall hold me. (Psalm 139:8-10). 


The Centre Block, Parliament Buildings 

¢ Fear God, Honour the king (1 Peter 2:17) - over one of the 
entrances to the Boardroom of the Official Opposition (Room 
411S/415S Centre Block). 
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WHO WAS JOHN A. PEARSON? 


John A Pearson was born in Chesterfield, England in 1867, the year of Confederation. He 
apparently came from a family of architects, apprenticing at a local firm. 

When he was 21 years old, he emigrated to Canada. He worked with a couple of 
architectural companies, eventually becoming a partner in the firm of Darling and Pearson 
at age 28, seven years after arriving in Canada. 

Pearson’s career spanned 45 years, and he became renowned for building large 
institutional structures (e.g., banks in Toronto and Montreal), hospitals, universities and 
eventually, The Centre Block and Peace Tower of the Parliament Buildings. 

In 1916, he was 49 years old when the Centre Block was destroyed by fire. Pearson got the 
contract to rebuild it. By the time he had completed the project, in 1920, he was 53 years 
old. He completed the Peace Tower, in 1927, when he was 60 years old. His collaborator for 
this project was Jean Omer Marchand of Montreal. 

Pearson and Darling had worked together for 35 years when Darling passed away in 1923 
at age 73. Pearson maintained the name of the firm even after his partner died. 

The firm of Darling and Pearson Architects has evolved over the years. It lives on today in 
Toronto as Stanford-Downey Architects Inc. 


IMAGE: )https:/en. wikipedia.org/wiki/John_A._Pearson#/media/File:J 
ohn_A._Pearson.jpg 


PEARSON’S DESIGN CHOICES FOR THE CENTRE BLOCK AND PEACE TOWER 

It is likely that because of Pearson’s British, classical education his knowledge of Greek, 
Roman and Medieval History influenced his design elements. According to Johanna 
Mizgala, Curator of the House of Commons, there are many other unique design elements 
of the Centre Block. 

For example, the base of the central column of the rotunda was designed with an image of 
Poseidon, the Greek God of the Sea. The coloured marble on the floor was designed to 
represent a compass surrounded by the sea. The intent was to represent the building as the 
‘ship of state’ which would inspire calm when the ‘seas are rough’. 


Continuing the theme of the ‘ship of state’, the Prime Minister’s office is recognized by a 
carving of a phoenix over the door. There are also portraits of explorers and navigators, like 
John Cabot and Christopher Columbus, carved into the plaster of the ceiling. The idea was 
to surround and inspire the Prime Minister with navigators and captains who were 
trustworthy and of good repute. 

Pearson designed the Peace Tower to express gratitude for peace after the horrors of 
WW1. For him, the Memorial Chamber was a kind of a ‘shrine of remembrance’ to those 
who gave their lives in the war. 

Pearson wrote to Prime Minister MacKenzie King in 1927 explaining his thoughts about 
what he wanted the Peace Tower to represent. In it, he said, in part, 

“In all my thoughts of the tower, peace was dominant. | believe there is a quiet peaceful 
dignity about it. | somehow bring myself to read it that way—no matter what troubles and 
worries and differences of opinion take place in the building. | feel that one cannot approach 
the building up the centre road without experiencing its mute appeal for toleration, 
moderation, dignity and peace.” 

Ms. Mizgala says of Pearson, ‘he had the soul of a poet’. Pearson ended his letter to King 
with an apology for his ‘unpolished prose’, ending with, ‘I would rather write in stone than on 
paper’. Watch the MacLeans video interview here: 
https://www.macleans.ca/politics/ottawa/the-secrets-of-parliament-hill-inside-the-heart-of- 
canadas-democracy/ 
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ENDORSEMENTS 


There are those who would like to erase from living memory, the truths of Scripture etched 
in stone on our historic federal Parliament buildings. Thanks to my good friends, Lynette and 
Tim Bloedow, and their collaborators, these enduring truths will be proclaimed across the 
land in pictorial fashion, until the One of whom they speak rightfully takes the reins of 
Government! 

Maurice Vellacott. D.Min., Member of Parliament from 1997-2015 

Christ urged his followers to ‘let your light shine.’ The architect of the Peace Tower’s choice 
to include Scripture in text and imagery inside and outside of the tower has served as a 
beacon of light to our leaders and nation. Yet it can so easily be missed or ignored today. 
This book shines light on these rich and beautiful texts and images, serving as a prophetic 
encouragement and warning to our nation more than a hundred years later. Our 
organization has distributed the companion booklet “The Biblical Legacy of Canada’s 
Parliament Buildings” and it has consistently been one of the most popular items on our 
resource tables. Our hope is that this book can likewise be a means through which eyes are 
opened to the ongoing need for a solid spiritual foundation beneath our nation. 


Mark Penninga. Executive Director, ARPA Canada. 
Canadian History With New Eyes 
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